
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Upcoming Dates 

 

ABSENCES: 
If your Child is to be absent from School, please inform the School 
Office by 9.30am either by phone 5221 5221, email 
admin@stjohns.vic.edu.au or by using the SMS service 
“0418712263”. Please note this number will only send and 
receive SMS messages - it will not receive telephone calls. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Head of School 

Greetings to you all, 
Many schools choose not to have an annual fete...too much hard 
work!  
Having experienced my first St John's Mother's Day Fete last 
Saturday and having some knowledge of the planning which went 
into our Fete, I am in no doubt it's a lot of stress and hard work for 
the organisers. Hopefully a lot of satisfaction too. 
 
Some observations. 
My children and 
grandchildren attended in 
the morning. The four year 
old commented that this is 
a cool school Pa. I had to 
explain the giant slide was 
not on the oval every day! 
There certainly was plenty 
of choice in rides for kids of all ages. I found myself wanting to 
climb the rock climbing wall and somersault on the trapeze tramps. 
Of course my children would not permit this due to the 
embarrassment it would cause them.  
The face painting and Happy Tatts engaged many children and our 
School Choir was magnificent. The other performing arts groups 
supported them well, bringing a variety of talents to the 
quadrangle.  
The fruit and veggie, hamper, cake, plant, book and treasure stalls 
provided much choice and quality of produce and products and the 
Silent Auction created a lot of interest and competition.  
When it came to culinary delights, no-one was left wanting. 
Devonshire teas of the highest quality, burgers, barbies, delicious 
Indian, pizzas, ice creams and hot and cold refreshments. You 
wouldn't get a better food court in town! 
 
Fetes are as much about friendraising as they are fundraising, so it 
was not surprising to observe people catching up, welcoming new 
members of the St John's community and even some who just 
walked in off the street. On Monday morning the Office received 
enquiries about enrolments at St John's from such people. There 
was a real sense of community, excitement and joy. Fetes not only 
lighten your pocket but they also lighten your day. 
 
I wish to thank, most sincerely, members of Geelong's broader 
community who donated produce, items for the Silent Auction, 
their time and equipment. 
In particular, I wish to thank our Fete coordinators Sally, Carrie and 
Sarah. Their effort, organisational and communication skills and 
their sacrifices were simply amazing. 
 
Congratulations to our Years 3 and 5 students who completed 
NAPLAN tests last week. They conducted themselves with poise 
and dedication to the tasks at hand.  

 
I also acknowledge students who participated in District Athletics 
last week and the four students who represented the school in the 
Geelong College Challenge. Viktoria, Lewis, Ned and Lucille were 
great ambassadors for St John's and their best result was coming 
3rd in the Major Problem - building a water powered rocket! 

 
Gavan Cramer, Head of School 
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2017 
MAY FRI 19th  Year 2 Sleepover 

Mon 22nd  Years 5 & 6 Family Life Session 

FRI 26th  Years 5 & 6 Lightning Premiership 

MON 29th  Years 5 & 6 Family Life Session 

TUES 30th  Division Cross Country 

WED 31st  & 
THURS 1st  

Life Ed Van – Parent Session Wed 31st 
at 9.30am 

JUN FRI 2nd Report Writing Day – Students not 
required at School, Kindergarten to 
operate as normal 

MON 5th  Life Ed Van 

MON 5th  Years 5 & 6 Family Life Session 

TUES 6th  ALWS Awareness Day 

THURS 7th  J4 & J5 Back Creek Farm Excursion 

MON 12th  Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday –  
School & Kindergarten Closed 

TUES 13th – 
FRI 16th  

Years 5 & 6  Camp 

MON 19th  Curriculum Day – School Closed, 
Kindergarten to operate as normal 

THURS 22nd  Regional Cross Country 

FRI 23rd  Whole School Disco 

THURS 29th  Walk my Way Walkathon 

FRI 30th  END OF TERM 2 

JUL MON 17th  START OF TERM 3 

THURS 27TH  School Photos 



Birthdays 

Happy birthday to the following students who will celebrate in 
the coming fortnight. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Devotional Thought 

What brings you comfort? 

A nice soft seat to sit on? Or, how about a warm fire on a cold night 
and the company of a good friend? Or, perhaps pizza – chicken, 
tomatoes and cheese … with a bit of spinach on top. 

These are all wonderful things that bring us comfort but do they 
help us with the really big things of life? 

Jesus comforts his disciples the night before he was to be taken 
away and killed (John 14:1-11). They were about to lose their best 
friend whom they loved more than anything else. It seemed that 
all would be lost and their hopes shattered. 

Martin Luther called this passage “the best and most comforting 
sermon that the Lord Christ delivered on earth, a treasure and a 
jewel not to be purchased with all the world's goods." Jesus’ words 
give comfort, not only for these disciples but also for us. 

Jesus says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” He goes on to say 
…Well you believe in God and you can’t see him …. Well, think 
about it. I’m the same as God. Keep trusting in me. I will still be 
with you. Its just that you can’t see me. We all have some tough 
times and its comforting to know that Jesus is still with us. 
Everyday. All the time. 

And there also another comfort. Jesus has gone to prepare a place 
for us where we can live with him. A place where there is no sorrow 
or pain or trouble. And what is just as important, Jesus says he is 
the Way the Truth and the Life. 

Sometimes when you are lost. You might ask for directions but 
they don’t always make much sense, and its still hard to find your 
way.  Jesus doesn’t tell us the way but he is the way to this special 
place. And the really comforting words are that Jesus will meet us 
one day, pick us up in his arms and take us home to be with him. 

Now, that’s a whole lot better than a pizza isn’t it? 

Barry Krueger, Campus Principal 
Geelong Lutheran College 
 

Life Education Van 

The Life Education Van will be visiting St John’s from Wednesday 
31st to Monday June 5th. There will be a Parent Session held on 
Wednesday 31st May at 9.30am. A letter will be sent home in the 
next week with more details. 
 
 
 

Student Wellbeing News 

Kidsmatter Awards and News 

Our Kidsmatter work behind the scenes continues as we 
implement improved internal and external communication, 
kitchen garden, seesaw, playground diversity including nature 
play, better support for our CALD (culturally and linguistically 
diverse) families, restorative practice implementation including 
reviewing and updating our Behaviour Management Policy, and 
promotion of Good Mental Health and Wellbeing within the 
school. 
Congraulations to the following students who are the latest 
recipients of the Kidsmatter Citizenship Awards.  These awards 
recognise students with qualities of friendliness, resilience and 
having a positive attitude. 

Prep – Oliver  
Junior – Marley  
Middle – Sam  
Senior – Adele  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg presents: 
Coping with the Stress of Schooling. 
Monday 5th June, 2017 
7-8pm 
Clonard College 
225 Church Street, Herne Hill 
$20.00 per person at the door (No Eftpos) 
 
Angela McLean, Student Wellbeing Coordinator 
 
WELCOME SIGNAGE 

As part of our School Kids 
Matter Program, and 
reflecting on the diversity 
within our school, we have 
had ‘Welcome’ signage 
added to our 
Administration front door 
window panel to celebrate 
languages spoken in homes 
of families within our 
School. We have 
endeavoured to be inclusive 
and display as many 
languages spoken within 
our school community, 
however if you find your 
own language has not been 
presented please let our 
Admin staff know so that we 
can follow this up. 

Melinda Lyons 

Welcome 

Welcome to Manolo (J4) and Sofia (RED) to St John’s. We hope 
you make many happy memories during your time at St John’s. 
 
 
 
 

William  May 20th  Yellow 

Selina  May 22nd  RED 

Georgie  May 25th  M3 

Harriet  May 28th  J2 

Archie  May 28th  J5 

William  May 30th  M2 

Evangelyna  May 30th  J1 



Music News 

School Choir performance at the School Fete 

Music Awards (Weeks 4 & 5): 

Music Awards are awarded to students who have worked 
exceptionally hard and/or have demonstrated outstanding skills in 
in our weekly music class. Congratulations to the following 
students:    
 
Week 4: 

Prep Oscar  

Yr 1/2 Georgia 

Yr 3/4 Asher  

Yr 5/6 Sarah 

 

Week 5: 

Prep Jay  

Yr 1/2 Felicity  

Yr 3/4 Holly  

Yr 5/6 Mia  

 

CHOIR BADGES 2017 
The following students are eligible to receive their choir badge for 
4 years of continuous service to the St John’s Lutheran Primary 
School Choir: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adele  (S3)  Claudia (S3) Elizabeth  (S3) 
Ella (S3)  Imani  (S3)  Luca  (S3) 
Mackinley (S2)  Rebekah (S2) Lewis (S2) 
Savannah (S2)  Sibiya (S3) 
Lily (S2)  Victoria (S2) 
Bowen (S1) Ben (S1) Chidiebere (S2) 

 

Debbie Howard, Music Teacher 

 

 

Art News 

The Art room really would LOVE to get any balls of wool and pieces 
of material for our threads and textiles unit and 600ml plastic (soft 
drink, water etc.) bottles. If you have any spares that you are 
looking to get rid of, please bring them along to the Art room or 
School Office 

The Art awards are presented to: Oscar (S2), Ella (S1), Oscar (S3), 
Lucas (J2), Lucy (J3) Holly (J1) Khade (J4) Summer, Hugo (M1), 
Emma (M3), Priya (M2) 

Robyn Kerdel, Art Teacher 

Sports Awards & News 

Golf at St John’s 
Alex Niva from GOLF VICTORIA is running an intensive 
three week golf program for our Years 3 – 6 students 
during Mr Sell’s Sports classes.  St John’s Lutheran 
School has been awarded a sports grant to fund the program. 
 
Golf is a game for life and the clinic will endeavor to teach valuable 
life skills, such as honesty, respect, courtesy, perseverance and 
sportsmanship. 

AS part if the golf clinics the students will experience elements of 
the MYGOLF National Junior Program.  The clinics will be held on 
the School oval during Physical Education classes with Mr. Sell on 
3 consecutive Wednesdays, which started yesterday 17th May. 

Week 2: April 25th – 31st   

 

 Week 3: May 1st – 5th   
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Zach For continuing to make steady 
progress during each lesson. 

Sarah  For displaying good 
coordination, agility and 
excellent sportsmanship. 

D
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K
IN

 

Noah For displaying very good 
coordination, agility and skill. 

Annabelle  For always participating with 
enthusiasm  and showing 
great skill development 

H
IG

G
IN
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Aidan  For demonstrating a high level 
of skill and understanding 
across a range of activities. 

Alice  For making very good 
progress and improving her 
skills. 

P
A

R
K
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Eli  For moving with excellent 
confidence in every sporting 
activity. 

Ava  
 

For participating actively and 
enjoying her sporting 
activities. 



 

Canteen 

New Healthy Canteen Menu 

Recently our P & F members approached the School about 
changing the Canteen Menu to provide healthier options for our 
students.   Promoting healthy food options at school has a 
significant influence on the health and eating habits of children.  
The School is very supportive of this P & F initiative, as we want 
the best possible wellbeing and learning outcomes for our 
students.  The new menu is aligned with the principles of the 
‘Healthy Eating Advisory Service’ and provides many fantastic 
options to choose from.   

Special thanks to Glenys for the training she has undertaken and 
her careful thought and consideration about the menu.  If you have 
any feedback or concerns – please contact the school.   

The new menu is attached to the newsletter email separately and 
will begin on Wednesday 31st May.  

Canteen Volunteers 

If you are able to assist with Canteen on Wednesday 31st May 
from 10.00am -1.30pm, please contact the Office 

 

 

 

Raffle Ticket Winners 

Thank you to everyone who supported the Fete by purchasing 
raffle tickets.  The winners were drawn on the day and they are: 
Thermomix Raffle: Anhthu  
Second Raffle:  

¶ 1st prize – Bek 

¶ 2nd Prize – Cherie  

¶ 3rd prize – Mary  
 

Netball News 

St John’s Swifts 
St Johns Swifts played against the Moolap Tigers on Wednesday 
afternoon (17/5/2017) and won their game with some superb 
teamwork across the court and successful goal throwing.  The 
"Swifts" have grown into a very impressive and enthusiastic group 
of Year 6's all working together and using their knowledge and 
skills of the game to bring home this successful outcome.  Until 
next week, GO SWIFTS! 

Rachel  

Parents & Friends News 

The Parents and Friends of St John's Lutheran School and 
Kindergarten would like to formally thank Sally, Carrie and Sarah 
for their hard work and dedication they have given to delivering an 
AMAZING Mother's Day Fete. So much planning, effort and hard 
work goes into making our School Fete a success and without these 
generous ladies and their army of helpers it just wouldn't happen! 
We are grateful for the contribution you have given to our School 
and Kindergarten community. 
 
We'd also like to thank everyone who volunteered their time in the 
lead up to the Fete. Either setting up, helping on Fete day or 
packing up, baking cakes, donating items for hampers or other 
stalls, selling or purchasing raffle tickets, hunting items for the 
silent auction, or simply inviting family and friends. It takes a team 
to make these things happen.  
 
We thank the staff that gave up their classroom and space in the 
lead up to the Fete and also their time to come and help on the 
day. Your presence and enthusiasm shows the children that you 
value our community.  
 
To the children and families that came on Fete day and had fun, 
‘THANKYOU'. Although our Fete is a major fundraiser that will 
benefit the St John’s Community, it is pleasing to see families 
spending time together with smiles on faces. When a student says 
to their parents that 'Fete day is better than Christmas' - it makes 
all the hard work, blood, sweat and tears worthwhile! 

 
Congratulations Sally, Sarah & Carrie! A heartfelt THANKYOU from 
all of us. 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS Please return Entertainment books or 
payment to the School Office ASAP.   

SCHOOL LUNCHBOX SEESION A huge thank you to our school dad 
George from www.schoollunchbox.com.au  for coming out to our 
school and presenting ideas and inspiration for parents regarding 
making daily school lunch boxes. George generously gave up his 
time to share his knowledge with our School and Kindergarten 
parents.  
 
Congratulations to Melissa who was the lucky winner of the door 
prize of a Stuck on You Bento Box.  

 Alissia and Michelle  
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Jesse 
 

For moving confidently and 
his very good skill level 

Charlette  For her friendly and 
enthusiastic manner and 
showing very good 
improvement. 
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Joshua  For showing a good level of 
skill and enthusiasm in each 
lesson. 

Lyola  For always working well and 
having good skills. 

H
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Charlie  For participating well and 
improving his confidence 

Anna For always cooperating well 
and improving her 
confidence. 

P
A

R
K

ES 

Lachloeun  For working well and always 
being enthusiastic each week. 

Ella  For her good level of skill and 
always participating at the 
best of her ability. 

Date Volunteer 

24th May Tiff  

31st May Volunteer Needed 

7th June Shelley  

14th June Jeanette  

21st June Merrin  

28th June Kylie  

http://www.schoollunchbox.com.au/


Church Information 

St John’s Lutheran Church, 165 Yarra Street, Geelong. Sunday 
worship with Holy Communion 9am. Sunday school runs every 
week during school term. Office: 5221 5121.  
St Paul’s Lutheran Church, 307 Torquay Rd, Grovedale. Rev Colin 
Simpkin. Sunday worship with Holy Communion 9.30am. Office: 
5241 5141.  
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 60 Ballarat Rd, North Geelong.. 
Office: 5278 2443. Sunday worship at 9.30 am with Holy 
Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Mollers Lane, Leopold. Worship, 
11am Every Sunday with Holy Communion. 

Extend After School Care 

The past two weeks at after school care have been filled with 
discovering new games, role play and cooking up a storm! We have 
found a new love of board games and have been enjoying plenty 
of games of Twister, The Voice and Australia’s Got Talent. I must 
admit, we have some very talented individuals at St John’s! A fun 
and new addition to our afternoons has been role play. After many 
discussions with the children we decided it would be a brilliant idea 
to start a dress up collection – which will definitely come in handy 
with our role play! We have also been able to enjoy plenty of 
yummy treats made by our young chefs at after school care and I 
think we’ve all agreed that the banana muffins were spectacular! 
And, even with the cold creeping in, we’ve been trying out some 
new outdoor games like bocci, likety split and 40-40.  
 
Let’s keep up all the fun and excitement at after school and make 
this the best term yet!  
 
Sammy, Team Leader.    
 
Our Extend Superstar is…Finn for being so considerate of his peers 
and for putting his peers needs before his own.   
 
What’s on next week? 
 
Monday 22nd May: Craft: Ping pong poppers 
Tuesday 23rd May: Craft: Paper plate marble maze  
 Wednesday 24th May: Cooking: Baked veggie nuggets  
Thursday 25th May: Science: Clouds in a jar  
 Friday 26th May: Science/craft: Ghost painting  
  
St John's Lutheran School has a Pupil-Free Day on Friday 2 June. 
Extend will offer a full day of care on this day, subject to minimum 
bookings of 12. 

Operating Hours: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Day Fee: $60.00 (pay between $11.98 - $30.00 after applying 
child care entitlements). 

How To Book: Please book online. A seven-day cancellation 
policy applies. 

Booking Deadline: Friday 26 May. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW FAMILIES – ENROL TODAY 

Enrolling is simple and can be done online via our Parent Portal. 
The annual enrolment fee will not be charged until you use the 
service, so it’s a great way to ensure you can have emergency 
access if the need arises. See information on operating hours, fees, 
and how to enrol & book at extend.com.au. 

HAVE YOU SECURED YOUR 2017 BOOKINGS? 

If you have used our services before, we look forward to seeing 
you again throughout Term 1. Please ensure you have made your 
2017 bookings on the Parent Portal in advance. 

QUESTIONS? 

Check out the FAQs on our website which contains useful 

information for new parents. 

PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au 

 

Community News 

 
      
 

      
    

http://news.extend.com.au/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyI0NjIiLCI3OTc2NGEiLCIzNyIsIjQ3MGMxIixmYWxzZV0
http://extend.com.au/
http://extend.com.au/

